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THE MIDDLE EAST 


«Expertise without experience 


By Geoffrey Wheeler 


ROGER ADELSON : 
Sykes 

τα an Amateur 
38bpyp, Cape. £7.50. 


fo most studeurs of muderu his. 
τὴ τῳ aid even ΠῚ day present-day 
ists ia Middle-Eastern 
if Ihe name of Mark Sykes ix 
now ΠΝ remembered in contexion 
with the Sykes-Picot Agreement 
concluded in 1916 berween Britain 
rauce, which dealt with the 
ἩΣ οἵ the Ouenen Empire in 


rst 
ja biegrapby by : 
Wathetie account οἱ 
Miy background and af 


bes ale 
that a person with so liule experi: 
ence and dl knuwledge αἴ 
Middle-Eastern. affairs should have 
been accepted by ile Brité 
fovernment uss an expert, if at 
the leading expert, an thuse affairs. 
This is the central theme of the 
fatter part af Dr Adetson’s hook 
and ene which he has handled in a 
thereughly workmanlike and in- 
teresting manner. 


Sykes was an amaeur in both 
the accepted senses of that werd: 
he was “none who followed a pur- 
suit for Jave rather than money ™ 
and also “ane whose mastery Οἱ 
his subject was only Superficial ”. 
Having no need to earn his living 
he never had a profession, never 
embarked on any serious study or 
research and, apart frem a brief 
spell as a temporary junior officer 
in the Boer War, never exercised 
any executive responsibility. But 
while he lacked qualifications entit- 
ling him to be regarded as an 
sexpert, Sykes was well onduwed 
with assets which, then much more 
han. they would now, caused his 

“and recommendations to be 


OSE "Ti 
᾿ cele He had the: self-confidence 
bred of a large private fortune, ἃ 
splendid ahd well-known country 
estaie, and Jater of an inherited 
ttle. ΤῸ these material advantages 
could be added an agreeable per- 
sonolity, a pretty talent [or car- 
tooning and caricature aud an un- 
. doubted gift for descriptive writing 
which scemed to raise the accounts 
‘af his’ many tours in the Middle 
‘East above the level of the travela- 
" gues’ than which they were little 
more, At Cambridge ha sat for a 
‘while -.et the feet of . & 
*Browne,. from whom he imbibed 


“ imuch enthusiasm for the East, but, 


‘in Browne's own words, learnt 


. nothing. Dr Adelson: recounts: that 


he .“could only read Arabic in 
.tomanized farin, ‘such as in, the 
Arabian | Nights "—whatever ‘| that 
_may mean—and during his travels 
“he had to rely alniost entirely én 


Nearly half ‘the book is con- 
cerned with the’ period: before 


τος Sykes entered public Iife by becom. 


Parliament. for 


ete Ὁ featnres 
on the other, 
imperiallss hi 


‘tuflon of fh 
iS possible, Bri 


part. 
tude 
another 


le atti. 
. Kinglak 


recorded 
In hi 


Lone ae REAR, ΡΝ 


cud Scie: 
all userid 
μοι ζῶ! disquisiti 
fend moral refl 
thomughly fre 
faindy aot tene εὐ 
work, The Cull, 
and it. is si ne thar BP. G. 
Hogarth, « cantenporary of Sykes 
and a gentine Middle Ease expert 


Thin ations— 
ics—from all 
and frem ull 
the hook is 
he sume is cer- 
‘ykes's principal 
Lest Huritage, 


Hfouver oth Wis one, wis an 
ardent admi oF kKingltke, while 
he was consistently dubicus uf 


Sykes’s competence τὸ puntificate 
on Middle ait matiers. 


Althongl his articles in the press 
and his utterances in the Hause of 
Commons eu the Middle Ease and 
the Balk ἔτ! ittracied some 
atediion be - 1904, it was not 
it othe anh ef war that 
11 active part 
as. He had 
meanwhile nlerested [ἢ 
miiny ather miutlers and particu- 
ly in rhe Irisis question ; indeed, 
im 1916 there was even same talk 
of his heing appointed chief secre- 
uiry fo fund, But his main in- 
ι us ta have been the Ter- 
ἦν Army in which he held the 
tank of lieutenanreolonel, : 


Tn 1915 Sykes embarked on his 
phenomenal career us a Middle 
East expert and diplomar. In 1914 
the Territorial Army had been 
mobilized and brigaded and Sykes 
spent some niontis training with 
his battalion. Chavacteristically he 
found much to criticize in’ the 
authorities’ handling of such prob- 


‘Half heroic, 


By Antony Brett-James 


ERIC WHELER BUSH ν᾿ 
Gallipoli . 
» 338ppu° ‘Allen: shd--Vawin, ©£7,25. 
MICHAEL MOYNINAN (Editor) : 
A Place Called Armageddon 
Letters from the Great War 
190pp. Newtan Abbott: David and 
Char! les, £3.50. 

Sees Srey en eee 


The Gallipoli campaign has always 
exerted un especial fascination. Tt 
had a completeness all its own, like 
a Greek tragedy. Ag an imaginative 
Strategic conception it held out high 
hapes of a real alternative to the 
Jong-drawn-out and sickening slaugh 
ter on the western front, yet by its 
failure it established the supremacy 
of the “ Westerners” who believed 
that the war could be won only in 
France und Flanders. Numerous 
writers have argued about whether 
Gallipoli was a grest opportunity 
‘lost through inadequate planning, 
lack of security, 
atid muddled execution, or a venture 
which was doomed. to failure’ and 


had na hope’ of serjously affecting - 


the outcome of the First World 
War. ᾿ 


‘And 


a 


i‘ some vivid ‘stories, describes land. "- 


by 


cya "e 2 Blok 
boat during ‘nid’ the landings. 
rid. wad the yo Fi 
SCF senna ne ba the 
very distin: 
he cours: 
imes. 
gitently ἢ 


Linda 
«- Aluginatin: 
: thet ndings i 


came to Deduy. 


faulty leadership . 


lenis as irench warfare amd was 
quick to uffer his advire. His iegi- 
meal duties did πω! deter him 
from “slipping aff" with his * pri- 
vale secrete ᾿ τ Wilson”, 
te see how ΤΠ force 
wus getting an i 
1915 he again “ 
London τὸ see if there was some- 
thing he mi: be able te da in the 
East, and soon established in 
the War Office hy none other than 
Lord Kitchener, with whom le had 
got in touch. 


al for 
his 


Aluhough Sykes was 
ayniding active service 
ba 


Wi 
dlivn, ab would be unfair to 


as an embusqué, He 
nor lacking in 
me. bat his enthusiasm 
Wits senn overtaken 
by his sincere conviction that his 
Middle East “expertise “ ought to 
be made use of by the Government, 
which would ciherwise be exposed 
ta what he saw as the wrong: 
headed counsels of such protes- 
sional bodies as the Levant consu- 
lav service 4nd the government of 
India. No doubt he refrained from 
open expressian of his opinion of 
these hadies, but it emerges very 
clearly from his correspondence: 
the ‘former he regurded us 
“rarten" and as attracting only 
“ mediucrities and spiritless owls ἊΣ 
the latter, he wrote to his wife, 
was “very hostile and suspicious of 
sirangers”, tiat is, himself, “and 
behaved as if it were frightened 
and incompelent™. Indians he dis- 
liked: they were “sa black, feeble 


rd hiy 


half lamenta 


ences of other landings like Dieppe, 
Sicily and ich 

When Cup Bush tries 

lish what enused the fatal mistake 
by which the navy put troops ashore 
on the wrong beach at Gaba Tepe, 
he ‘details the steps taken to avoid 
such an error in navigation when ἐξ 


He has the edye on most earlier 
writers on the campaign in that he 
really knows the ground, and has 
scrambled under fire and’ in peace- 
time across the heuches and up the 
cliffs as well as watching events 
from boats offshore; he knows 
about, and cun explain clearly, such 
matters as the wear on ships? guns, 
mine-sweeping, and weather condi- 
Uons at sea; and he met, or came 
to know later, many of the persoi- 
alities Invalved. Por exampl: 


] le, on 
-one occasion he wus General Bird- 


wood’s unk guest: “Army com- 
mander and midshipman sitting on 
upturned boxes sharing a meal |” 


Captain’ Bush has taken great 
pains to find unrecorded memories 
and unpublished material, whether 
from former shipmates ‘ard sur- 
vivors from many regiments, or 
from the Australian Archives and 
private papers to which he has been 
allowed access. Particularly good 
in this last category are: the journal 
of Petty Officer Morgan, Midship- 
nian Hugh Tate's log describing the 
landing on X Beach, Surgeon Plip- 
son's account of Sari Bair, and 8. 
Narrative written as a young Indian 
Army officer by. Sir eginald 
Savory, — 


narrative, though clear, lacks 


* sparkle, especially when he is deal- 


events. at, battalion and 
ortipi Υ ivel-chdtertens 

matetial to.-handle., But 6 -brings . 
σ΄ 'life many: . splendid ‘characters, 
like ,Lieutenant-Commander Cater. 


- with 
ing vi 


. ai assistant beachmaster who could 


outswear the Australians, Hé relates 
ings by the army and exploits 
submarines: with equal skill, and’ 
ints several moyihg scenes, in_par. 
ticular, " the - - occasion 
Lieutenant-Colonel P; 
pain, 
E -his 
im, tears 


ει 8 
ficial 


a. 
Brigadier-General 


- Occasionally the author’s general . 


‘difftoule © 


cheeks -as ‘they © 


ond useless" 
apparenily ignored. 

Unlike om 
br Adelson ἢ 


is SMe 


prog 
Middle ast po 
and anthitions ", 
have been greater | 
any British oor 
furians, diplomats 
his day, bue incest 
outdo him in their et 
To thase peuple in 
Jacked siwh knowled 
ing, however, Sykes 
an expert ΟἹ the Ka 
damon alter w 


he 


the 


George ind Churchill, to 


ideas and recommend; 
mare insp' 
apprecia 
offered by pri 
10 say, of cow 


BK than 
and 


were always wre 


subject’ τὸ sudden 


hand exper 
influence 


Neverthe Sykes's 
personality 
did have 
British pol 


hy 


ble’ 


(1965). 


YY its 
Elie Keduurie in 


James 


the campaign in its 


ranging, und = human—in— under- 
standing narrative which blends 
history and engaging personal 
tecollection. ‘The setting of 
Gallipoli and the Dardanelles, the 
initial assault, the — tenacious 
struggle ashore umid daunting 


physical conditions, the decision to 
quit, aud the superiatively 
withdrawal deserve a masterpiece 
in the English language. Perhaps 
be written, though 
perplexities still abound, questions 
remain unanswered: meantime the 


ane day it will 


beaks now ava 
a very high standard. 


Had he_seen_the letters of Mid- 
shipman G. L, Drewry, who won the 
VC during the landing on V Beach 
from the River Clyde, and those of 
Captain Guy Warneford Ni 


ience uf the Enst. 
the War Ca 
the Foreign Uffice seemed pasitive- 
ly dangerous, and they apposed it 
wlmost as a malier uf pri 


the tidian Army he 


American writers 
sully 
supposed Lo] 
Lait ef wuders 


Ν 


5, Sis NOL 
at his tdeas 
» but they were 
often influenced by preference and 
prejudice in Favour of or against 
this or that community and were 
change. 
Curzon and others with lon 


And now Captain 
Bush. He dues not write with the 
verve and brilliunee of nu great war 
carrespondent like Moorehead, who 
brought out all the drama and set 
political Crame- 
work ; he is not a trained researcher 
and scholar like Rhodes James ; yet 
his accounce is balunced, ucid, wide- 


le to us achieve 


of the Royal Munster Fusilicrs, wh 


also fought his way on to the Galli- 
poli peninsula, Capiain Bush would 
surely have quoted from them. They 
are two of the seven eyewitnesses of 
the Great War whose letters make up 
A Place Called Armageddon. 
selected fram the hundreds of un- 
published letters in the Imperial 
_War Museum, and admirably woven 
by Michael Moynihan into a narra- 
information 
about each writer's home, family 
and early life and, in two cases. 
illumisiating commentaries provided 
by the writers on their youthful 
i re. five” other 
from a‘ sergeant 
nes who died of 
wounds on the western front; 8 
who 
killed by a ‘sniper less ‘than four 
is arrival in France 
section; 8 


tlve which. includes 


correspondence, 

roups of letters 
in the Royal Ma 
Grenadier Guardsman 
months after ἢ 
with a_ machine-gun 


Also 


was 


trooper in the Royal Wiltshire Yeo- 
manry who obtained a commission 


in the Royul E 
France in 191 


Ineers and went to - 
a nineteen-year-old " 
eutenant whe joined the Royal Fly: - 


‘ing Corps and survived dogfights 


nally, an: Indian Arm: 


ards - while’ _ the .. hos 
bombed. and meals compr 
meat and dates ; 


f 


over the western front during the ρὶ 
lest: six months of the . war ;- and, 


surgeon 


sed horse. 


land) wha 
wd) train. 
ppeured to he 


Ὁ τ Lleyd 
whom his 


To 
iB first- 
Sykes’s 
biner and 


principle, 
ebullient 
istic nations 
able effect on 
was clearly shown 
his’ artiele 


skilful 


ightingale 
i io 


was - 


ND 


he Hightands 
Ἢ ΕΣ 
“de purpose and temper 
od i 
de, and im: 
va a ‘racome nore 
ew evading every shore, 
oratew of the nation; 
Pqsheries shall be better 
τ and ile coast ren- 
cd ite to vesscls of 
es rou, aid in all kinds 
fein will find cus- 
in itself, sufficient Lo 
ν nillon ‘of people. 
'dicaion was τα the 
sind Gentlemen... of 
society for Extending 
uf τς ἯΝ ἐς". 
einen ME yelled from London by 
aise pat τ νὰ Manchester, he 
but he did gs: torder in 8. spiric of 
ter hecame fury, aud mercantile 
what he calkd ἡ Ρ᾽ lle was not insensitive 
Bang © in the Forcing igi cue or romalstic—nut- 
Was apprehensive ats nage “a small roof- 
at Finally liqudany * seaggling against time 
-WhOSE presence had δ τ citing Thomas the 
stabilizing influence iad rook about Castle 
East for over three psy eh Buich——butt must 
months after δηλοῖ a nis eye was on possible 
the Greek landing τ δ᾿ emals and harbours, 
which was designed ». im ad graving-docks, 
coup de grice tw Tuk SP τας of Improvenient 
dence. Whither §:.; yc agriculture. 80 he has 
approved of this dingy fine chops of turnips and 
scoms likey aor wages: for the ératulng 
implacably © anti-Tuts δι carted the’ neta of 
was at least parily n; for the herring-curing 
Sykes's influence. ished by Mr Wood: 
In his final chapter Dg lierpool at Loch Kan- 
Spaculates ou Sybee! bz Surndway, with its neat 
Tuture had his life ἵκει Mil houses, harbour Full ΟἹ 
There is in face Ute o@ yl fields of ripe corn 
he cherished any pam; a sharp eye too fur 
καὶ ambitions. Too ον iancture, with no buile-in 
have been, hut bedichird or chief. We denoun- 
self-secking. An atk: yea landholders who 
wore himself out in si@iber people to the merey 
cerely believed to te Sai. facers) squander in 
of his country. Δ London and Bath the 
“ce nalural produce of the 
wo "glean these wilds 
astiling, and who render 
a unqualified ἴοι 
1 effectual exertions ®. 


home, the local i 
baths with spent Ti 

“ Falling among us ind 
ful manner"; they υἱὲ 
jaunty, schoolboyish 
the one hand, and, 4 
the mounting ἀπ μια 
the war embarked 02 
enthusiasnt, the-chasj 
to the enemy, lo parr 
Many years after ἡ 
one of the survivors οὖ 
the editor: “I am πὲ ὃ 
ones. ἀπά T know I eae 
life the more because zh: 
ceased to be grateful. iin, 9575, 
all the odds, 1 suri 
thirty years alter 8 δὲ 
war one cannot 


APLMUNAIOND and 
fii in Victorian Scotland 


The Saint 


rin Victorian Scotland. 


courage, cheerfulness, Wa sequel io the same 
and sheer roughness Scottish Church, 
fought berwert 191 ERR Sse cattle was aide 
Place Cal i : πὸ but a gou 

to understand how IM HR was devoted. to “the 


when the Evan. 
ἂν the tise, and it 


ion events of the 
New book i 


ang 
& 


In Attack the Coloti! 


Dragoons in, the μενα, casings less dramatic 
Waterloo (15ϑρρ. | tals oné by one with 


ing. £3.90), κινάει i Wels of the life and 
raga pres ‘rag i dre in the genera. 
onwards, pray fae seuntion and the 
straightforward "ἢ age, 

fife of cavalry olficts ain 


hich the- bt more ‘thai 

fake oscar 
ve ‘ 

indiscreet, “iy and humane. Core 


defamatory, . AO pam Sl On inussi 
hebits, phys πο itt the authors ταν, 
private m ως ett (so far as 1 am 
of the period ee feats ae 


ι rch of 
at hey prefer ta call 
a Chureh - ΕΒ 


ave spent ‘nigsi of 
4 n SL OF 
higisters in Parishes 
ations ; they 
ing importance 

and par- 


ational Church 


ρας apamts of his 


IS persua- 


ἐν which . 


ἐ τ no- theological work of 
᾿ ae The Westminster Confes 
gener. 


Prospects of improvement 


By Janet Adam Smith 


Whereas the luird whe stays at Lome 
enjoys “a thousand comfarts which 
are unknown to the votaries after 
false pleasures elsewhere Ἢ he is 
under the influence of no factor ; 
he encourages his people tn betler 
themiseives, for that will be the bet. 
ter for him. So Knox warms io Ken- 
neth Mackenzie of Dundonell who, 
by his improvements, lias doubled 
the value of his estate, and to Cap 
tain Macleud of Hurris who has 
deepened the entrance to the har. 
bour at Rodil and bruught over 
fishermen from the Easi Cuast with 
Orkney yawls to instruct his People, 
for whom he has built cottages and 
a schoolhouse at the fishing-station. 


With its hopefu 
the econumic i 
Highlands, 
ment of histori ‘iniportance, to 
which time has added a new inter. 
est. When he tilks of the possibili- 
ties of the harbour at Plockton on 
Luch Carron, one thinks of the 
recent roject for  oil-platforms 
round the corner at Drumbuie. 
When he advocates a naval base ut 
Oban, whence a fleet with troops 
couki sail secretly for America or 
the Wes Indies “before the iny 
could have the smallese intelligence 
of the design”, one remembers the 
great Atlantic convoys of the Second 
World War secretly assembling in 
those waters 


So the book's reappearance is wel: 
come: unt so welcome is the manner 
in which it reappears, in a facsimile 
of the 1787 edition with nothing 
added but a title-page and jacket 
with a pleasam print of Fishing. 
boats (uncaptioned) and ἃ blur! 
which summarizes the course of 
Kuox’s Journeys. No map, no infor- 
mation about Knox, nor about the 
later history of the pruposals which 


reunions 


Buide, J. H. 5. Burleigh’s pull-out 
diagram of schisins and reunious In 
his Church History of Seotluand—as 


elegant as othe map of Loudon 
Transport—-it. is clear what a 
period =the authors 


complicated 1 
have cli : ἢ Is one of maximum 
criss-cro: and nearly all the sects 
were changing, ‘The general pic! 
is much what one would expect: 
moderates (in the general sense οἱ 
the word) are ulways vulnerable to 
the enthuslasis but always survive 
them, though never unchanged ; 
enthusiasm =comes and goes in 
waves, but contacr with ἀπὸ 
indifferent world soon flatuens it, 
unless such contact is successfully 
excluded, us happens with some 
minor sects; flattened enthusiasm 
can produce a new and rival 
orthodoxy. 


Those who went our in the Dis- 
rupcion took with them evangelical 
fervour and thought that they were 
leaving behind then nothing bur 
an empty shel] of conformism. [1 
did not work out that way. As the 
years went by the Free Church con- 
centrated more and more on its 
theological conservatism, and 
developed its awn strong corporute 
feeling, mitigated only by internal 
disputes. Nothing was more irritat- 
ing to it (and τὸ the United Presby- 
terians) than the abolition of 

atronage in the Church of Scot- 
Tana, which removed the ostensibl: 
cause of the Disrupilon. The 
Church of Scotland showed itself 
more ready to adapt and survived 
abundantly. The authors assert ‘this 


‘and the result is clear ; but fr is no 


easy to trace the process in all cases 
One hopes for statistical demon- 
stration, bur i: appears, that the 
statistics supplied by ministers of 
all sects during the period are un 
reliable. One would not - accuse 
these pious men of fudging their 
Higures, bur they seem to -have usec 
them less to convey informatior 
than, in the late Lord Meston's 
phrase, to denote emphasis. and te 
express emotion. - 

ia Aegan i as More o1 
most of the population was 
fess pagan, beh before and afte: 


“ithe industrial revolution ; Scotland 


was not 6 bible-sreading country ἢ 
the ministry was’ pourly educated : 
if value was 


sien continued to hamstring ἘΠ, 


ull no punches: . 


JOUN KNOX ; 
ane Wighlands and Mebrides in 


274pp. £5.75. 


R. HERON: 
Scotland Delineated 
398pp. £5.75. 


KENNETH MACAULAY : 
The History of St Kilda 
278pp. £5.25, 


GEORGE BARRY : 

The fllistory of the Orkney Islands 
M9pp. £12.60. 

Edinburgh: 


rovers of his day) 
To learn that he 

perous London bookseller 
who first visited the Highlands In 
1764 and returned many times afier, 
that by whe time of the tour he had 
already published the influential 
View of the British Empire, more 
especially Scotland, thac the Crinan 
Canal was in fact opened in 1801, 
thar Fishing villages were built at 
Ullapool and Tobermory soon after 
1786, we have to go to other books, 
such as A. J. Youngson's After the 
Forty-Five. 

The other three repriuts (also 
fnesimites) twave maps from their 
original editions, and we do Jearn 
(from their title-pages) that George 
Barry was minister of Shapinsluy 
and that Kenneth Macaulay was 
minister of =Ardnamurchan and 
SPCK missionary to St Kilda. Heron, 
though, remains undescribed, and 
indeed unnamed on his original title- 


whale or in part, The period was 
one of unacharitable quarrels and, as 
the auth ty, who read 
church re coukl conceive haw 
any ollier impurtant issues were 


before the nation. : 


These quarrels, perhaps, had to 
die down before the churches could 
make a real impact on the faithless 
at home or abroad. It is noteworthy 
that at the start overseas missions 
were mainly backed by the Congre- 
iomtlists. and other minority 
hes, and by Individual mem- 

ers of the Church of Scotland act- 

ing through bible societies; they 
got little encouragement from the 
General Assembly. Tet is not clear 
whether this fact had any connexion 
with the impossibility of preaching 
to the heathen the orthodox Calvin- 
ist doctrine of limited atovement, 
which was ubundantly clear to the 
missionaries. At the Disruption, 
the Free Church accepted respon 
sibility for missionary activity ; bur 
the first effect of this was that 
ministers in the mission Fleld were 
asked to choose, like bezonians, be- 
tween the two churches. Sensibl. 
enough, they made their Individua 
choices bur continued to cooperate ; 
nor was this discouraged—an early 
sign of grace. - ὃ 


The authors ἀεαί, - briefly and 
clearly, with the Jiturgical and other 
disputes within. the Episcopal 
Church. These never led to schism, 
but to fearful ‘animosity; they di 
not affeer the growlng. numbers and 
-prosperity ‘of’ the church - The. 
authors explain the reasons ..for 
this growth. Some of them were 
anglicizing apd snobbish; but a 
more genuine: reason at the begin‘ 
ning of the century-was that edu- 
-cated men found: the forms of wor. 
ship of the ‘Church of Scotland too: 
rebarbative. “There is one reason | 
which js not mentioned:- nny in 
fluential members of ‘rhe profes. 
sional classes passed. oiuch αἱ thelr 
working lives in places: overseas 
where only the Church of England 
was represented; they and their 
families often returned to “Scotland 
converted by Ipng habit, . ς 


“This is. a thoroughly rewarding 
ng cue Inoks forward with plea- 
suré to the. promised final. yolume 
an the! church in modern Scotland... 


Page. dlis Scotland Deltieuted aims 
ta give an account of the whole 
shire... 


Ullapool and 
also—with his references to “the 
yemurer” sheltering in a 
skye, to Robert Bruce doing 
the same in Arran, τὸ the wreck of 
an Armada chip off Mull—has an 
eye on the tourist with εἰ historical 
or romantic turn of min. 


“These our domestic Indians", 
the Reverend Kenneth Maca lay 
calls the St Kildans in his introduc 
uion to The Histary of St Kilda, and 
he set out from ff τὶς on June 6, 
1758, with the curinsity of a rational 
Scat of the Enii ment about the 
primitive people wha were also his 
countrymen. He seems indeed τῷ 
have been une of ihe new school of 
ministers in the West of Scurland 


whom Alexander Carlyle cam- 
mended for theit ἢ oof free 
enquiry”. So ev ag oon St 


Kilda was of inter 


Ν houses, cul- 
tivation, 


ne CrHESs 
of sea- 
td cluiches 


and returniug with 
birds round their necks 
of eggs in their bosoms. 


116 joined a fowling-party and was 
towed up a rock forty feet high from 
a boat perilously rocking in the 
swell. A frightening experience ; he 
was much happier poking round 
“Brendan's iemple"—a — ruined 
chapel with an altar and some 
“Monkish celis"—or the under- 
ground house at Boreray which 
might have beon "ἃ Druidical place 
of worship" (he was very keen on 
the Druids), or speculating about the 
origins of the St Kildans’ custom of 
snuctifying their cattle with sult, 
water aud fire every time they were 


AUGUST 22 1975 TLS: 937 


moved fram 


have 
the 


unhappy Did 
these analn 
part uf Ma 
the si Kil 


conditioned 
beliefs, th 
is) much 


Steward acting ἰὼν 
owner of the islands) 
tien on these i 

the 


rocks in 
toons the 
ps some of 


5 
them are “ 
Possessed 
δ barharn 
show, partic 
sailors, more 
geticrosity δ᾽ more 
is. 
ics. 
Pliny, 
alsa ta 


‘¥ Was another mi 
y well-grounded in the cl 
There references to 

Paci nal and Cresi 
Bede, Geoffrey of 
(avery fabulous 
auther), Camden, the Sagas, and 
many modern books of history and 
truvel in his The Histery af the 
Orkney Istands. Mis appendixes 
faclnde extracts from the Orcudes 
of Tharmodus ‘Torfacus, in Norse 
Latin, the Norse ballad 
about the king of Norway and te 
earl of Orkney “taken From fie 
Mouth of an Old Man”, the Lord's 
Prayer in Norse, and an “ Account 
of the Current of the Tides abour 
the Orcades by Mr MacKaile ", trom 


Β manus in the Advocates" 
Library i inburgh, where much 
of Barry’s ieseurch seems to have 
been done. Among the  ewelve 
prims are views of St Magnus 
Cathedral, the carl of Orkney's 


palace, Birsa Castle, che Stanes of 
Stennis (very fine, from a drawing 
by J. Spattiswoode) and the Dwicfis 
Stone under the hill of Hoy. His 
text is a thorough and solid three 
part survey: a description of each 
island, a history of the Orkneys 
“from the time they were prabably 
first discuvered ", then a view of the 
present slate of che islands, and 
their prospect oof | iniprovement. 


Davis. Illus. £4.95. 


KATE The Life of 
Katharine Hepburn 

by Charles Higham 

The story of a remarkably 

_ single-minded woman, who 
has always made her own 
-rules, and remained the 
most private and elusive of 
stars. Illus, £3.50, 


ALEXANDER KORDA 

Tha Man Who Could 

Work Miracles 

by Karol Kulik ᾿ 7 

Hollywood had more than 

_ [18 share of ruthless studio . 

bossesand flamboyant ᾿᾿ 

producers. Britain had only 

.. one—Alexander Korda. 
Illus. £5:95,.- . -. 


‘FOR RICHER FOR ᾿. 
“POORER : i 
by Shellah Graham 
‘Thetruthbehindsomeof _ . 
the world’s mostfabulous 
marriages, Itlus.£3.60,. .΄. 


Nightmare 


The first biography.of. "ἃ 


K£ECEE: 
Bette Davison Bette Davis 


‘MOTHER GODDAM The Story of the 
Career of Bette Davis by Whitney Stine, 
with a running commentary by Bette 


_ departmentstore, £2.96, 


᾿ ἣν Rebért Bloch: 


‘LIZA Hor Cinderella. ae 
by-James Robert Parish | 
“Lib Minelllelllus, 83:78. #2. «τος 


BREAKFAST WITH 
ASTRANGER-. 
by Peter Kortner 
The new love story from the 
author of JIM FOR SALE 
andA SLIGHTLY USED 
WOMAN. £3.50, ᾿ 


THE STORE . 

by Knight Isaacson 
.. Tears away the glittering 

facade of the world’s.most 

famaus and prestigious 


AMERIGAN GOTHIC + | 
Frotnthe author of Psycho’, - 


. @harrowing novel of horror _ 
and suspense. £2.95, 


-STARSTRUCK 
by Ernest Tidyman 
Adynamic novel from the 
‘author of Shalt’, £3.95, - 
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Wishful thinking 


iuments for absolutism 
By M. F. Burnyeat ner 


ly with those of the 
flected the will of the 
ot for man te refarm 


γι. Beazley 


studies uf related ‘themes in Hume, 
Russel] and Wittgeustein. 

The question “How far can the 
achievements of the mind be ex- 
plained in causal terms Ὁ" wears the 
look of a question about she future 
prospects of neurophysiology and 
Kindred sciences, and it muy wouse 
the bogy-thought thar if the writ of 
causality extends ton far inte the 


about = 
find, these thi 


fore, Sorai and Noring 
Yet their thought had th 


DAVID PEARS ; 
Questions in the Philosophy of Mind 
295pp.. Duckworth. £7.95. 


MARUYAMA : 
athe intellectual Uistory of 


ued hy Mikisu Hane 
ποῖοι University Press 
ay ie akyo Press. 


! Hubhes), bur αἱ 
thar il was to be character 


considering such questiuns as these : 
If a decision can bring certainty 
about what one is going to do, is 
i t it be—hecause hath 


the auther, as he 
Face, hus in the int 
son a number of points 


says in te pre 


ΠῚ 
Wppused cause is present Confucian orthode 


Objects of Some Feelings nd mind, suppasedly the sphere of our 


Psychological Reactions ", 


pay and the poli- in it—shere is no doubt that au 


i Γ a bdve th : - 1 i hs: 
the action and the knowledge thut lation is still worth having, It is 


ifferent = 
he freedam, we are not so differe will perform 


tical ideus of Sorai and Norin 


are the causal were, us Professor 


Puradoxes of — Self-Decepiion", from purely mechanistic systems as 
"Sketch far a Causal Theory uf we like to believe. 


Wanting and Doing” (a rewritten 


ruduct of the desires which deter- 
ne the decision ? When a persan 
says whut he is amused or pleased 


true thut it is not easy tending. ‘This 
is partly because of the rightness of 
the argument, t which the sun 


a 3 
il, responses to the growth of cont 
italism in Japan, thar is, 
change. In the last sec- 


a familiar feature of cnusul state. 
ments about phy: 


ἴσα} processes in 
nature, bur how far does it curry 


Pears's discussions hive a henring 


version of four articles published on these old problems. But his first 
under separote titles), “[fs and concern is with our everyday con- 
Cans“. All of these ure reprints, ceptuul scheme of desire and Feel- 
with a certain amount of revision, ing, intention and action. r 
aud several have ulreudy made their concepts iu terms of which we ordi- 


murk on coutemparary philosophical 
debute. 

Bur guthered together under vane pendently οἵ 
cover they constilute a nidably already import 


or depressed about, does he imply 
that the cause, or part of the cause, 
of his feeling or reaction is its 
object as thus specified? Can the 
wish to believe that something is so 
produce not merely the belief tas 
ta wishful thinkin, 


mary given here does less thun 
Justive, partly because it 
assuniptions of knowledye which 
a Western reading public duex unt 
and which four 
tctorily provide. 


over to the enurnivu,s number of 
everyday statements which uppear 
to cust the feelings in the rule of 
cuuse or effect ? 


Mr Pears's view = Hon of Part 2 and in Part 3 of his 


impact of an exterual stimulus, that 
which was provided by the encroach- 
ment of the West from the end of 
the eighteenth century. One conse. 
quence of this stimulus was tu 
new content co the concept of reform 
developed. For 


ack from the advocates 


the action and alo 


necessarily ha 
know he will Perform it, 


Consider such examples as “1 wis Holes CAROL salts 
iumused (angered) hy his remark", 
“He made the remark from a desire 


te impress (wound)”, where amuse- 


‘ama then 8 young Leacher at 


8} but a plan τὸ Nevertheless, it remains 


rd the contemporary assump- the sense not only of 


1 the Leroigl ἐπ the society being attacked 


0 a 
helief in oneself by distorting con- feel doubts abou 


susiained investigation iutoe the philosuphers have denied it, especi- 
question how fur the various ally in recent cimes. Mr Pears sets 


achievements of the human mind 
can be explained in cuusul terms. 
For this, a central issue in the philo- 
sophy of mind and one much dis- 
cussed in recen, years, is the quen- 
tion, in its must generul form, τα 
which Mr Pears always recurs in his 
treatment of particular concepts like 
desire aud decision, feeling aud reac- 
tion, wanuing und doing. But it is t 
also, ἐξ sometimes less obviously, a aware of ir. 
major focus uf the remaining essays 
in the book, which ure historical 


ment or anger 
und a desire to 
as the cause, Οἱ 


ς wiven ax rhe eiteet, having in) important respects set 
press ar ro wound 
Someone’s making 
a particular remark. There seems 
to be no reom ar all for correcting 
person’s identification 
amused him, as one perhaps might 
in the case of unger and obviously 
can with depression ; und the idea 
of testing the connexion between 
specific types af desire and action 
immediately runa inte complications 
in the envisaging of sufficiently 
parallel instances, 


All this Mr Pears tackles with in- 


trary evidence (as in certain cuses 
self-deception) ? 
rational explanation of action 
suppose that the causes of actions 
are the agent’s desires, identified 


nantly bourgeois. Con- 

al, in examining its origins 
faxara thought he concerned 
pinarily with the precondi- 
émoderilzation in this sense. 
x, he sel out to demonstrate a 
sity of the present with the 
ἀπ became a basis for putting 
Iwo propositions : first, that 
dist was" bourgeois ” rested 
Ideas ; second, that not 


some it came now to involve the 
use of Western technology and insti- 
tations in Japan's own pursuil of 
national weultl 


these whn advocated such 
policies remained until the end of 
the Tokugawa period committed in 
essence to the feudal order os the 
heir society. It wus 
Maruyama’s vicw, 
ugawa_ nationalism, 
vociferous ws it was im the years 
ust before 1868, elitist and there 
ore characteristically pre-modern. 
The divisiveness of feudalism, both 
graphically, made it 


framework. The 
rather generalh ᾿ rare 
allows sufficlenily for the 
between thought 


_ The cuusal lines in his py 
in one direction, from i 
thought. But Suppose some 


uut to meet their objections and to 
setiie the issue in the only way it can 
properly be settled: by a 
exploration nf the concepts involved 
und their interrelations. 
righr that causal thinking is an inex- 
pugnable element in our use of these 
concepts, this is cuusality of a kind 
we have always lived with and it 
should not be disturbing to hecame 


Japanese scholarship, bin also of 
having much to suy that is cogent 
and relevant in the very different 
elrcumstances of today. 
the “economle miracle” has made 
Japan more evidently a hourgenis 
society than that which Professor 
Maruyama initially set oul ta ex 
lain; what was then under attack 
is now triumphant. 
be reminded thar it 
reached this stage by a process of 
development that was significantly 
Japanese, not Western. It is equally 
useful to have the reminder in the 
form of arguments thut have been 
senred than they 


deliberating ? With much subtlety, 
Mr Pears argues each time for an 
affirmative answer, 
most interesting topic into which 
this leads him is a set of problems 
epistentological 
situation in which we find ourselves 
lying causal notions tu the 
achievements of the mind. 


tion, decides on some suits 
but then, reflecting on his 
and feelings in 
would uot nece 


this, in Profess 


vere necessarily bour- 
We can put ourselves in touch 


with aur own causal thinking life), renlizes that, what ὃ a viewpoint that is Weber- 
“@ 1 is preoccupations, though 
“ain some elements of sociul 
Professor Maruyama begins 


socially and μοὶ 
—and as a result of ds 


The rationality of the real 


and independence. 


discussion of Chu 
i Ss who came closest 


service fades out. If {δὲ τε 
had nor intervened, Mr Ratan. 


Japan. To many, perhaps most, Jap- 


SSS tuluted by previous social theorists. 
On the contrary, he argued that it 


By Patrick Gardiner wis something 


ITEGEL : 
Lecturea on the Philosophy of 


‘Introduction : Reason tn History 


anese intellectual 
modernization, though economicaily 
and technologically a success, was 
oliticnlly a disaster. Ur is gond tn 


who saw the need For 
political change to make 


speculutlve manner hus often been 
attacked for seeking tn confine the 
ist Within a rigid predetermined 
ramework which overrides or dis- 


“Teo brothers contending for a doll” (ς 1745) hy Oktmura Masanoin 
is taken_from limages of Eighieenth-Centur 
house (233pp with 171 illustrations. 
Paperback, $9.95}, a catalo, 


. E : their intry's 
these lines has obvious attractions. » their country’ 


Even so, difficulties and ambigui- 
ties remain. ΠῚ a number of well 


tion would seem w δὲ of Tokugawa feudalism. 


desire {whether fdentifid 
agent’s original 
desire to help or by 


Japan by David Water- 
Ontario Museum, $14.95, 
ue of the Sir Edmund Walker Collection. 


“ys. subjecting all aspects 


----.-- “enrned and won” in a way tha Macs and cultre to ethical 


were nevertheless limited in their 


“== involved opposition and strugyle 


GEORG WILHELM FRIEDRICH the advances 


World History The vehicles 


‘Tragslated by H. B, Nisbet 
252pp. ‘Canibridge Univ y Press: 
2 αὐ θὲ University’ Press. ciple to. which 


horizons to the extent of depending 
on action by the samurai class. In 
consequence, the elements of abso- 
lutism: that hud been inherent in the 


ave uynilable in English this oul- 
standingly perceptive exposition of 
the line of thinking that 
them believe so, 


torts the empirical data 
interests of some al!-embracing meta- 
physic or ideology. It is noteworthy 
thar Heyel was alive to the force of 
this kind of objectiui: he recognized 


i i. Watker, an Ontarin bunker and public figure at the beginning af the 
, eoConfuclanism, century, wus one of the first collectors of japanese prinis in Worth 
He met and corresponded with those no less enthusiustic 


collectors, Charles Ricketts and Charles Shanmnon, 


Hegel insisis thai, although indivi- 
dual human beings represent the 
actual agents of historical progress, 
they are typicully moved by selfish 
passions ar private Interesis; the 


Pager pe ‘tena Hi, presented a burricr to 
reflection comes in, ᾿ ΝΕ bad 
imilar—v ae Dature τὸ scientific pusiti- 

qinnces/ are Boe Se ad by implication to political 
ὃ to support anel 
et soclety organized in 
F Status groups, which 
led ἃς both 7 embodiment of 
and ἃ manifestation 
Hitura] order in human terms. 


period becoming in their turn lini 
tations which had to be overcome 
or transcended by those of the next. 
af change and 
development were the various world. 
Historical “ natious ἢ 
each of which wos 
τι particular leading 


nn a number af ways : 
haps, no difficulty. i 


tion is not from the sit 
(Mr Pears Lakes ample 

changing destres), bud from 
of thought, and τὺ 
this possibility a 


credited with the aim of troating 
history an something 10 be manipu- 
lated or “ constructed a priori” in 
order to make it conform to 
conceived notions”, and he uecord- 


multifarious activi 
so montentous from a retrospective 


es, which appear 
Informed ὃν a 
, “idea” or prin- 
i gave objective 


Opening up the closed country _ 


Sete So es eet : . expression in the different uspects 


of its socin! and 
said of these 
Hegel's lectures on the philosophy “links " in a | 
of history were first givon ut Berlin he termed " 
in 1822-23 and were subsequently “free recogniti 


more responsible than. any ather 
popularization 
Western knowledge und for awaken- 
ing his country to rhe world outside 
the limited confines of the isinnd 


aesthetics Πα frequeniy to dis- 
harmony ‘and confusion. . 
eye and spirit were by nature 


‘ehupters, “Mr Frdtich “dealg ‘with 
K6kan’s early years and his belated 
aud unhappy marriage ; his impori- 
ance as a τικίμοσ artist; and ns a 
graphic artist. Subsequent chapters 
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The idea, iherefore, was to com poplicable τὸ other fields of study, unti-Hegelian stroke he intends ic ¢h anthropologie, 1933, 


LOUIS ALTHUSSER; 
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“indices of effectivity", the “con to the other constitutes Alth ve «relationship with what it is not), ἢ ᾿ " 4 
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creww-inthought" and the “produc: gwn practice of the dialectic, the 810 internally in terms of domi- (linguistic, economic, pavchoanaly. guish between terms and u: 


ton: of theoretical practice”), turn relatively mechunicat quality of "ance and subordination, or im ticy"inta ‘any other in a kind of COMcepts and detcrmine ibe 
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words What distingiishes Marx from ‘by tha latter.” communiste ve aueatod Ereacly uarkieg place orev on ἢ  ἥβοτει oll 
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the realities of politics.’ 


Russi ¢ : Ἢ 
find “ἐὺ with ‘his: tbut- nest: pas. possible ” 
OCB .. haweyer,,  sbyhey δ ᾿ ᾿ 
ifvebont aie Thom the menaced ‘ ᾳ faut, savoir, ver 


as, “1 
( 


pal theprigt whose lemon te. 


Ithusser’s bypa- he calls the “ ratlunulistic 


of truth and error (an illusi 
had for exanple led him mw dey 
“ epistemological 


ie Normale 
Eomablished as 


fa fundamentally 


slilution of τὶ se 


, My own feeling, that this “rect 
fication“ Jeaves Althusser's earlier 


ἧς research even WHCIL 
if entertains con- 
ing of an idealistic or 


Marxists. 
would 
powerlul weapon against the domin: 
at Iradivian of empi 
through his insisteuce on the 


and models drawn 
disciplines was i 
in what, follow 


from the insens 
noa-philosopher 
sophers have always considered fun- 
damental—namely, the status and 
validity of philosuphy itself as a 
discipline (and if the layman feels 
that this is a relatively in-house 
matter, he should remember that 
philosophers, since Descartes, and 
well before, have never really talked 
ahaut anything else—the outsider's 
occusional sense of the presence of 

: content generally 
proving to be a misunderstanding 
of this essential philosophical aura. 
It seems impurtant 
to identify this particular private 
much as one of the 


f literary serves the characterization of “ cude- 
realm of literary Ἢ 
in its Althusserian 


practice of what he calls the 
been codified by 


in 
one discipline 
another new correspunds the mare 
sobering and asceti 
Systematic disentunglement and con- 
ἢ ification which con- 
stitutes Althusser's present view of 
the nature and mission of philo- 


cal rigour. This 
but where other meaning of the replaucem 
it 


criteria of truth und falsehoud by 

of the fundamen- 
vf of Jiterary criti- 
time, and sug- 


ceptual demys' “Justese” or not of philosophical 


positions and theses. 

How one evaluates this ew deve: 
lapment will of co 
one’s historical usse 


* 008 
saheair 


al 


rs some objective 


which bears prim aforentialily). 


Ranciére, une of the exclus of the 
second edition uf Lire le Capital, 
whose pamphlet gives elnquent ex- 
Pression to the now classical post- 
1968 attacks on Althusser’: Suialin- 
ism™ (this word, by some 
evulution of mediv-newspeu 
come to be ἃ siniple eapheni: 
adherence τὰ the French Communis: 
Party), the mudesty of the new con- 


ser: nothing is 
liar than the spectacle of “ philoso: 
hical” students of the former who 
have never read Freud himself ahd 
who thus emerge with an optical 
illusion of “ Lacanianism" as a {{π- 
gui 

metaphysic in its own right. So leay- 
ing Marx out nf Althusser produces 
the sume kind of imaginary ubject 3 
this time the Hluvion of a thinker 
an the order of the histuriaus ahd 
philosophers of science enumerated 
above, Clearly, the mistuke of oir 
initial spectators was to have taken 
for a brand name of some new 
Strucruralist product what was shy: 
ply one niore commentary Among 
orhe! 


siewe, this approach, 
ἐδ contours of the un- 


structural paralletism, which per. f seneralizing ἃ εὐ, κι restoring the ques- 
jo which a given 
is in reality the 


which may be attribured as much to other words of a hierarchical rele- infinite substitutability such that Structural limits of a given re ee ee 


language, ina: 


texts tend te offer is the multiplicity 
of publics they address virtually 
Among the latter 

in no particular order : 
Communist Party members, scien- 


sintultaneausly. 


en of philosophy ἘΣ serians " or fellow researchers, the 
dihe “absolute presup- 
a stientific research, 
Sn reading of the history 
gy ὃς the reconstruction 
questions to which only 
bw come down to us. 


Amocritique and the Reply ta John 


munity (ὁ κα, “ structuralists "), uther 


weerned to deny. For in 
view of the internal 
* theoretical practice ", 
only science cun be suld to have a 
genuine history (ons of the discon- 
tinuous type demonstrated by Bache- 


luasmuch as each of these 


gives us of the ra 
saing power of Althusser’s emphasis 
on science and theory in the com- 
munist student groups in the years 
before May 1968: the spin-off of the 


needs—or better still, inasmuch as 
subject to its own charac: 
teristic type of theoretical error— 
tana question of 

y itself as a 
ἢ ἃ mode of know- 
sen right or merely ἃ 


Althusser who was the theorist of 
Marx's “ coupure "ἢ. 
however, are now Secn as 50 Mmafly 
different ideologicul tendencies (the 
spiritualist ones and the idealistic 
ones, the positivist and religious 
Ones just as much as the genuinely 
materialistic), which coexist and do 
battle at every period in history: 
the task of a Marxist philosophy is 
then not a constructive or system- 
building but rather a critical and 
polemic mission, hence Althusser's 
new position (already defined In 
Lenin and Phitosopliy), thar “1/ 
philosophy ts not (a) science; 2/ 
it has no object, in the sense in 


becomes a ΤΟ ΒΕ feat οἵ presti- 


gauchisme and Maoism would then 
go a long way towards explaining 
to pructise an 
e” of just stich sub- 
versive “ cheoristic’ tendencies. 

In other national situations the 
influence of Althusser has seemed 
to depend ou a strategic choice bet. 
ween two traditions within Marxism 
itself, the classic emphasis ow scl- 
ence and cognition which he may 
be said to have re-invented for our 
. time, and that other, na less power: 
ful current of a so-called existential 
or phenomenviogical Marxism which 


misconception, 
ather of a wholly different order 

Ὁ- " such a way that the 
ἃ Kant himself, and er feels himself under 
the obligation to re-invent the ideo- 
extirpate their traces within him- 
self; unly their very 
makes it clear thar this is a process 
which takes as tts objece the rela- 


wins 1 have bes 
Hertel essay Lenin and 
shich preceded it), is 

eptio fF 


oider and niore casily identifiable 
type of static attitudes, opinions 


xuvity, 
lons, to his older ι 
and conceptions that used τὸ be 


ail laboured under what the new Alt! 


Novelles-Godault. 
knew him woll, such as ' 
Vermeersch, and former colleagues 
who became his severest critics, 
such as André Ferrat. 
to time he is obliged to give as 


of the Kaminform a 
mean personal ruin. Ti 
not fice. Therefore, uccording to 
M Robrieux, every major decision— 
whether ‘it was the expulsion of 
Barbé, the formation of the Popular 
Front, the decision to write Fils 
du peuple, ar the post-war policy 
of collaboration with de Gaulle— 
was taken by Stalin and conveyed 
to Thorez, with varying degrees 0 
surprise and suddenness, and faith- 
fully curried out by him. 


Stalin was all the more confi- 
dent thar he had in Thorez a trust- 
worthy licutenamt, because he was 
supposedly aware of his de 
ism in the 19205 and knew 


Hy held another 
Frenchman in reserve, and the fact 
that on several occasions this was 


worn is with n 
which ‘inevitably urise when a 
lutionarg party has to exist 
non-reyolutionary siruation, not hera- 
is one going to flad any ready-made 
condenination of particular commu: 
nist leaders. The party's oscillatiora 
between its “hard” and, “soft” 
lines may well, as Dr Tiersky argues, 
have endangored its doctrinal credi- 
bility, onde has certainly piven [ἢ 
eusy han ta critics, especla 

those who like to think af ᾿ 


the work of 
, wil we have ta gather 
ront this iat his source is 
some former associate, possib! 
the communist 
who does not wish to be named. 


There are muny accasions - too 
when M Robrieux has to confess 
ignorance. Sometimes these concern 

sarez’s movements. For example, 
during the Stavisky crisis of 1934 
he finds that Thorez was abseni 
from the political scene 


the Place du 
Colonel Fabien, heady 
Fronch Communist P: 
confirm something of 


Even the Inte Jacques 


Duclos, who was proud to cal) him- 
self “la mémotre du parti” avoided 
all referonce to Thorez In his_con- 
tribution to their book, while René 
Andrieu of PHumanitd insists upon 
his personal detestation of the cult 
Only Fachon de- 
fended Thorez and praised him for 


about two days aftec the famous 
This meant that the general 
secretary was unaccountably away 
French colleague to such an ex: 
tent thet he once threw an ink- 
well at him (as M Robrieux tells 
us more than ouce),,gave a partl- 
to the situation. 


which gor the party out of its soli- 
the same time, 
Voyage ἃ Piniérieur dt parti com- 
‘muniste shows the great variety 
which exjsts ‘within the party. There 
{s no single key which opens all the 
_ locks in this organization. 
for the recent past, no simple inter- 
pretation of the party and its lead- 
ers is likely to be complete, and 


in a book published in English by 


Jeannette Vermeersch has recalled 
that he had a throat infection, but 
M Bobrieux finds a month's absence 


cular piquancy 
estion is clearl 
that after the Second 

when Thores ue 
to remarry and acqu 

restaurant, this was acquirt 

wn * Soviet aid and there: was ἃ. 
complacent expectan' 


ἜΡΙΣ Ire both ἃ hotel 
seem tu indicate two_ possibilides, 
One is that the political crisis of 
1934 must have been closely asso- 
elated with. a personal crisis in 
Thorey’s life, singe it almost exactly 
coincided with his decision to leave 
his wife and. son, and ‘live . with 
Jeannette Vermeersch ; the other is 
that Thorez disappeared from the 
scene either to await, or to .seek, 
instructions from - " i 
two speculutions are typical of,.M 
Robrieux’s general interpretation. _ 
Thorez was. not the dynamic nor 
the sinister personality he wes made 
out ta be. The “ bébé Cadum” ap- 
pearance wus int deceptive. He was, 
ὃς. Μ Robrieux 2 
‘simple mas who liked uothing beiter: 
than to rake notes at a lecture. The- 
knowledge of his illegitimate birth 
ind. of bis father’s suicide . re- 
laforced. bis - natur 
ας sense .ef insecurity.. 1 
ay. his first marriage and the mature of 
relations-. with "1 - 
Vermeerseh. (by whom he ‘also had 
a son) were ‘further compli 
He was aware of ἢ 
ὦ ang had ta be hel 
articles aid. spec: 


cy that Thorez Ee 

himself finan- .an :American 
aa scholar, regards the present monient 

as especially propitious for a study 


of the; French. - communist: move. 


developments in the poli- 
nments within France, and 
“the new. consciousness of the natura 
of reyolution which has-come to the 
‘generation of those who witnessed 
- stydent militaucy.in Columbia U 
in’ 1968, ‘have 
: δ ve an’ immediacy to 
hig investigation. , Bat the starting 
and the finishing point. of, this sur- 
vey, which covers the petlod fidin 
ithe -gplit in French socialism ,.pt 
Tours in 1920 to the. creation of the - 
~ Common, Programme 
, Diunists and soclalists in 1972, 
* fact ‘that althoygh the, Commu 


some of M Rol 
been poirited out, 
Thorez was nat in 


Moscow. These 


Gayjle came to po 


ς df 1958, as he si 


erter from the French arm 


- ess and 
wae faliore: ot. δ 


ped το write his 
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οἷν Mistery und 
τὶ 


expression in thd 
τ Frankfurt 

Freuda- 
Althussec 
unished a 


of os 
and 


Ζ 


+ 
aol, 


᾿ς VWectian between theary ar modela 
᾿ and the phenomenological reality to 
which they correspond (thus, the 
concept of sugur does not taste 
sweet ἢ. In the United States, a 
New Lefr only too constitutional 
predisposed to a traditional Amert- 
can knownothingism or anti-intel- 
lectualism has tended to reject 
Althusserian dnetrineg precisely 
becouse of its irrelevance for a 
radical critique of everyday life. 


The example of Lacan, however, 


may AUBHESC a mare peaductive Cove 


1 for the “ bon usage ” af Althus: 


ideed more pedu- 


ic philosophy und indeed | a 


rs of the works of Marx himself, 


and to think of lt In this way is to 
be freed from the inthnidating mir. 
age of some Althusserian “ system? 
in its own right. At that point, 
indeed, we may well want to posit 
a certain imbalance in the twin ob: 
fects of Althusser's polemics, and to 
preserve, in 8 post-indiyidualistjc 
age, his rejection of humanisin and 
0 


the categories of the subject, 


while ourselves refusing to follow 
him in his vepudiation of histori¢- 
ism, A structiral — historicism, 
indeed, is not the least artractive 


rospect for a development of 
larxism beyoud either the old or 
usser ἢ 


M Robricua's thesis alsa assumes an dnalyiical ruther than a narrutlya 
that the directives’ from Moscow 
were cleur, unanimous and positive. 
Yet the more one studies canunun- 
ism the more one sces its mono- 
lithtc image cracking and breaking. 


Tt is true that 
“-Pabiénalogues” such a5 ‘M Hurtls 


book, and altirough much of his coi 
the problems of theory 


ἴδ ἃ 
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Ἶ ΠΉΔΟΜΗ in 


dnddequacy 


τὰ 
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South Africa and his encounter 
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dltustrated £2-26 


MOVING ZEN 


(echnical means by which poets 
create these effects are the subjects ὁ 
of John Hollander's new book. He 
makes the necessary distinctions ἐν 
with wil and remarkable ingenuity a 
of illustration, thus elucidating this ες 
whole area of critical contusion. | ‘ joa 
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In this unusual memoir the 
author describes the two and a 
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To the Editor 
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